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Ramqyana by Tulsidas, books on Christianity given by Mr. Standing,
study of Urdu. These literary studies receive six hours. Four
hours are given to hand-spinning and carding. At first, I gave only
30 minutes to spinning when I had only a limited supply of slivers.
The authorities have kindly given me some cotton. It is excep-
tionally dirty. It is perhaps good training for a beginner in carding.
I give one hour to carding and three to spinning, Anasuyabai
and now, Maganlal Gandhi, have sent slivers. I would like them
to stop sending slivers, but one of them may send good clean cotton,
not more than two pounds at a time. I am anxious to make my
own slivers. I think that every spinner should learn carding. I
was able to card after one lesson. It is harder to practise but
much easier to learn than spinning.
This spinning is growing on me. I seem daily to be coming nearer
to the poorest of the poor and to that extent to God. I regard the
four hours to be the most profitable part of the day. The fruit of
my labour is visible before me. Not an impure thought enters my
mind during the four hours. The mind wanders whilst I read the
Gita, the Koran, the Ramqyana. But the mind is fixed whilst I am
turning the wheel, or working the bow. I know that it may not
and cannot mean all this to everyone. I have so identified the
spinning-wheel with the economic salvation of pauper India that it
has for me a fascination all its own. There is a serious competition
going on in my mind between spinning and carding on the one
hand and literary pursuits on the other. And I should not be
surprised if, in my next letter, I report to you an increase in the
hours of spinning and carding.
Please tell Maulana Abdul Bari Saheb that I expect him to
compete with me in spinning which, he informed me, he had just
taken up. His example will lead many to take up this great
occupation as a duty.
The Ashram people may be informed that I have finished the
primer I promised to, which I presume that I shall be permitted to
send to them.1 I hope to be able to overtake the religious pri-
mer I promised to write, as also the history of the struggle in
South Africa.
Instead of three, for the sake of convenience, I am taking two
meals only here. But I am taking quite enough. The Superin-
tendent is offering every convenience in the shape of food. For
the last three days he has procured for me goat's milk, butter,
1 Gandhiji was not allowed by the authorities to forward the manuscript
of the Gujarati Primer to the Ashram; vide "Letter to Jail Superinten-
dent, Yeravda", 12-8-1922.